OHIO LAGS BEHIND NATION IN ACCESS
TO EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES

The Price of Child Care

High-quality child care is a critical component of Ohio’s early learning

system, but for many parents, the price puts child care out of 28th

reach. The US Department of Health and Human Services considers .

10% of a family’s income to be affordable. In Ohio, the average In average

price of child care is nearly 15%' of the median family price of il

income for just one child—worse than 27 states in the nation. child care Iulll::uluummIH”H".H
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High-quality care can cost parents 14% more, while the cost of the o ::illql: h-qual"IJ;'l'l'l
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at Ohio State. In low-income areas, these high prices could equal ,,',',I,I,I,I,Tl“ ,,ﬁ,ﬁ ,:'::,',1'59)/% ,',',gowqﬁ

almost 30% of a family’s income.?
Recommended Reality in Ohio

Percent of Family's Income

The major contributing factor to the high price of child care for
families is Ohio’s low income eligibility for child care assistance.
45th In 2017, only six states had income limits to qualify for assistance that were

. . lower than or equal to Ohio’s income limits, as a percentage of poverty.’
In Income

e||g|b|||ty for For some families, this barrier is too much to overcome. In fact, in 2016, 75,669
Ohio parents quit a job, did not take a job, or greatly changed their job because

child care

of child care problems. That's more parents that 33 other states in the nation.*

In 2016, 75,669 Ohio parents quit a job, did not take a job,
or greatly changed their job because of child care problems.

Overall, Ohio ranks 20th in the nation for
affordability of child care for 4-year-olds,®
while states including Mississippi,
South Carolina, South Dakota,
Louisiana, Missouri, and Alabama
consistently lead the nation on

several indicators related zoth
to affordability.
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The Cost of High-Quality Preschool

st
Most programs do not charge families the 31
full cost off:\ high-quality preschool program in covering
because this would make preschool completely
unaffordable. In fact, in Ohio the true cost of a high-
quality preschool is equal to about 30% of the median of preschool

income.® The price of preschool in Ohio covers only

the true cost

about 50% of the actual cost of a high-quality
preschool program, 31st in the nation.

ACTUAL
COST OF
HIGH-QUALITY
PRICE OF PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

32nd

for 4-year-olds
y Ohio ranks 32nd in the nation for access to public preschool for 4-year-olds (out of

29th 43 states and DC that have public preschool) and 29th in access to public preschool
for 3-year—0|ds for 3-year-olds (out of 28 states and DC that have public preschool for 3-year-olds).
The state only meets five out of ten quality standards for preschool

in access to public
measured by the National Institute for Early Education Research.’

preschool
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... BUT WE
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PRE4CLE is Cleveland’s plan to expand access to high-quality preschool to all 3- and 4-year-old children in the city.
PRE 4 CLE 216901.4214 | info@PRE4CLE.org | PRE4CLE.org
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